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'The only way to save your daughter is to sacrifice her sister… What would you do?' 

In My Sister's Keeper, Brian and Sara Fitzgerald's second daughter, Anna Fitzgerald is born to do whatever she can help to save her sister, Kate, who is diagnosed with a rare form of leukemia. But by the age of thirteen, Anna is told of donating one of her kidneys. For both Kate and Anna, it is a major surgery and would cause serious impact of their life in the future. Anna suddenly thinks how she lives a life of keeping donating and she has an idea of deciding not to help Kate live any more. She is suing her parents for the rights of her own body with the help of her lawyer, Campbell Alexander.

My Sister's Keeper is both a thought-compelling and powerful story of many controversial issues. This is what Picoult has always done a brilliant job with her skilful and proficient writing: a nicely organized plot, unique characteristics of different characters and antithetic perspectives from different people. These are always the important elements which make me magically fascinated when I read Picoult's books. As usual, Picoult presents a magnificent writing technique of using flashbacks without causing confusion and misunderstanding. Moreover, the story is told from a diversity of perspectives and everything in the story appears and seems so real and true. Through different time periods, the feelings of the characters are precisely displayed. For example, I can deeply understand and experience how shock Sara is when she is first informed of Kate's rare but serious illness. It's definitely a struggle of making an uneasy decision of giving birth to another baby just because of the need of rescuing her elder sister. I am curious to know what will happen next and how the characters can face the situation and react. This is one of the successful skills of Picoult as readers are appealed and keep on reading until they comprehend and will finish the whole story. 

Despite of just focusing on the relationship between Anna and her family, Picoult also intensifies the seriousness of the suing from Anna to her parents from the view of Anna's lawyer, Campbell Alexander and the court-appointed guardian, Julia Romano. Picoult successfully tells the story from different perspective of Campbell and Julia to show how they think of their different ways on handling Anna's case.

Another thing about Jodi Picoult is she always gives the readers an unexpected twist in the end. For most of the characters in My Sister's Keeper, they get a pretty shocking ending which always surprise me.

Nearly at the end of the story, Kate meets her `boyfriend', Taylor Ambrose, who is also suffering from leukemia. I can really feel how excited Kate is at that time through her mom, Sara's perspective: 'Kate is a vine twined around Taylor' as they are going to have their first dance after Kate's stem cell transplant. Just as I am still memorizing of the sweet moment Kate has had with Taylor days before, however, what Picoult has written is that all of a sudden a nurse tells Sara that He died this morning when they are having a conversation. Honestly, I may have expected that Taylor would die, but not at this single moment that they'll have their first date soon. I can't really understand why Picoult would do such a thing to both Kate and Taylor. But soon I understand that this is how the reality looks; things never come and happen as what you want. But for this ending of Kate and Taylor isn't the most shocking one. Picoult finishes the ultimate ending with the most unbelievable one and it makes the whole story incredible.
During the trial, Kate asks Anna whether she can sue for emancipation or not because Kate thinks she would die very soon anyway. The judge rules in Anna's favor, and grants Campbell medical power of attorney. However, something really unexpected is that, while Campbell drives Anna home, the car is hit by an oncoming truck. Abruptly, Anna passes away because of brain-dead. The doctor asks if they have considered organ donation. Campbell, who has the power of attorney, declares 'there is a girl upstairs who needs that kidney'. Kate is then prepped for surgery and Anna's kidney is effectively transplanted. Kate survives and goes into remission for almost six years. This time, the story does surprise me a lot as I have never thought that Anna will die and Kate will survive.

After reading My Sister's Keeper, I keep asking myself questions. Is this the result for what Anna has done to her sister and parents? Is that she shouldn't sue her parent for the rights of her own body? Still, I don't know what the answers are. But for sure is that both Anna and her family members love each other. Anna doesn't have the intention to hurt or really kill her elder sister, she just wants to have the rights of her own body; she just wants to live like what the other children do. Is she wrong? Maybe she shouldn't do in such a way because suing your parents for any reasons can really hurt and disappoint them. But at the same time, Brian and Sara Fitzgerald just focus on Kate and haven't really cared about what Anna needs and wants, either to their oldest son, Jesse. Although it is understandable as Kate is really sick, it's undeniable that they've done something wrong.

Although there're might be some flaws and critics towards this book, I've learnt that Jodi Picoult always raises different moral issues and she can just simply turn them into a beautifully written novel. I believe this is her greatest strength of inhabiting other people's feeling and humanity is what she does best. Her way with the small emotional details makes her novels rewarding.

In my opinion, My Sister's Keeper is one of Jodi Picoult's best novels as there are always some thought-compelling questions for you to figure out. Without doubt, it is really a great book for everyone to enjoy.
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